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²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎΧΦ

ÅWhat are invasive plants vs. weeds?

ÅWhy are invasive plants a problem?

ÅPlant identification

ÅCommon invasive plants

ÅLandscape plants becoming invasive

ÅNew invasive plants to watch for

ÅControl methods

ÅAdditional resources



Weeds are undesirable and troublesome 

plants growing in disturbed areas, often 

reducing crop yield or causing other 

impacts.
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Invasive Plantsare non-native species 

that become established in natural plant 

communities and wild areas and replace 

native vegetation and cause ecological harm



Beautiful landscape plants 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŜŘΣ ǎƻƭŘΣ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘΧΦ



ΧǎƻƳŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΣ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ 
species and altering habitat



How do I know if a plant is 

invasive?

ÅDoes it appear to be spreading quickly 
and eliminating other plants?

ÅIs it dominating the site?

ÅIs it known to be invasive elsewhere?



What makes a plant invasive?

ÅAbility to grow and reproduce rapidly 

ïSeed

ïVegetatively

ÅAbility to outcompete other plants

ïEarly leaf out and frost resistance

ïSecreting toxins into the soil

ïAbility to make use of excess nutrients

ÅLack of natural predators, diseases



Vectors for Plant Dispersal:

ÅPlanting (gardens, ag, erosion control, etc)

ÅContaminants in ag products (livestock, hay, 
seed, feed, etc)

ÅEquipment 

ÅTransportation corridors 

ÅRecreation 

ÅWildlife and humans

ÅWater 

ÅWind



Ecological Impacts of Invasive Plants

ÅDisplaces native vegetation 

ÅLimits tree regeneration 

ÅAlters soil nutrients, organic matter and density

ÅDegrades wildlife habitat

Å   May completely alter forests, wetlands, prairies



- Slows growth of trees 
- Leafs out early
- attracts nesting birds
- nests have near 100% predation

Eurasian Bush 

Honeysuckle 



Common buckthorn -
-shades out most other plants
-fruits cause bird diarrhea resulting in a net energy loss
-leaves are high in nitrogen, increasing weedy species



ÅNative plants support 
native insects that 
support a diversity of  
native  birds
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+ Native trees and shrubs support high 

abundance and diversity of arthropods, 

which in turn support diversity of birds

- Non-natives support very few arthropods



Role of native vs. alien plants
in supporting butterfly 

and moth larvae 
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Tallamy, Douglas W. Bringing Nature Home-How You Can Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants. Updated and Expanded Edition ed. Timber Press, Inc., 2010.



Economic and Health Impacts of Invasive Plants

ÅLong-term forest production declines

ÅAgricultural cost of controls and loss of 

production

ÅShoreline and structural damage

ÅReduction in property values

ÅLimits use for hiking, hunting, etc.

ÅToxic to humans and livestock



Japanese knotweed breaks through asphalt and building 
foundations, and spreads in stream corridors


